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The dating industry is worth hundreds of millions every year but the first woman in history to place a lonely-hearts advertisement in a newspaper was a lonely spinster by the name of Helen Morrison. Her advertisement appeared in the Manchester Weekly Journal in 1727 and this is her true story.

All Helen Morrison wanted was a warm and loving man to grow old with, but when she tentatively places her re-drafted advertisement on that newspaper office counter, she doesn’t realize that it will cause such public outcry that the mayor will have Helen Morrison committed to a lunatic asylum for four weeks.

She also doesn’t know that she will endure such unimaginable treatment in that asylum that she will be lucky to retain her sanity; nor does she know that when she is to be released, it will be back into a town so morally corrupted by her advertisement that there are individuals who, one by one, are hatching plans to teach this vulnerable spinster the shameful consequence of aloneness.

And as Helen Morrison awakens to the impact of her little lonely-hearts advertisement in the Manchester Weekly Journal she will discover more about the terrifyingly volatile nature of hate and exquisitely fragile nature of love than this lonely spinster could have thought possible.

Helen Morrison may have placed that first lonely hearts advertisement in 1727 but her legacy can be found in millions of lonely people, yearning for love by placing their advertised hopes, dreams and sanities on the line every day, and often finding its opposite. Yet, despite the heartbreak, these resilient millions return again, undaunted by ugliness, once more in pursuit of beauty.

Those millions have Helen Morrison to thank for that resilience because, despite everything she endured, Helen prevailed, and when her little lonely-hearts advertisement is read by a man who is indeed warm and loving, Helen Morrison does not know yet that, because of her courage, she will find, with this man, the kind of reciprocated love we all yearn for.
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