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Why would the Roman Catholic Church order riot police to smash through the convent doors of a Polish nunnery and drag out sixty-five nuns, a Franciscan monk, and the single-mother of a two-month-old child?

In the eastern Polish town of Kazimierz Dolny on a cold October day, a nervous and confused locksmith is ordered to quietly remove the clamped lock from the large gates protecting the picturesque and contemplative local convent of the Congregation of Sisters of the Bethany Family. As his hesitant fingers finally unlock the gates, he is pushed aside, and, as he and others watch in horror, riot police, under Vatican and court order, desecrate this holiest of grounds with a terrifying show of force. 

Why so many police, the townsfolk wonder? Why the riot gear? Who or what are they pursuing? What threat to society could warrant such action? A notoriously violent offender or criminal mastermind perhaps? The riot police are in fact pursuing the mother superior of the convent.

This terrible threat to society is a nun by the name of Jadwiga Ligocka. Admired by her fellow nuns and the other members of the three thousand strong local community, Jadwiga wasn’t quite sure what was happening to her the first time she had a seizure followed by stark visions, but as the other nuns became accustomed to their mother superior’s body being racked by muscular spasms and empowered by surging adrenaline, they believe without question that she has been chosen to be the facilitator of the Holy Spirit and they are happy to take noble instruction from her.

42-year-old Franciscan monk Roman Komaryczko is a charismatic and approachable member of the Cracow Franciscans. But that’s the problem - too charismatic and too approachable, his talents for sensual manipulation have become so notorious that his superiors have banned him from, “hearing confession outside the confessional.”

In Rome, the recently appointed Pope, Joseph Ratzinger, infallible leader of the Roman Catholic Church but nicknamed ‘God’s Rothweiler’, discovers some mother superior in a Polish convent is claiming to have a direct relationship with the Holy Spirit, he and his advisers, on the word of a single observer, decide to remove mother superior Jadwiga Ligocka from her convent. It is a simple order, they think, and the nun, being a subservient woman, will of course comply.

She does not comply, so, with this opportunity to demonstrate forgiveness, humanity and understanding, how does the Vatican react? Pope Joseph Ratzinger orders mother superior Jadwiga Ligocka be excommunicated.

But if the Vatican believes this harshest of punishments on the mother superior is enough to intimidate the remaining sixty-five nuns into silent compliance, they are underestimating the level of faith these women have in Jadwiga Ligocka. And, when they stand in quiet loyalty beside their mother superior, how does the Vatican react this time? All sixty-five nuns are excommunicated.

Meanwhile, frustrated at the harshly imposed restrictions on his own libidinous yearnings, banned-from-private-confession Franciscan monk, Roman Komaryczko hears of the plight of these sixty-five impressionable nuns and their hallucinating mother superior holed up in that convent surrounded by high walls and a locked gate, and this manipulative monk decides that a less impersonal kind of confession is required and it’s time to make a new covenant with his God in Heaven, his conscience in his head, and his increasingly addictive demon a little lower down.

Defrocked and ordered to immediately leave the convent, the nuns do something that surprises even themselves. With the collective equanimity born of martyrdom, they calmly and silently lock the large gates, and bolt the heavy doors, from the inside. 

As the standoff escalates, the authorities cut off the electricity. Then the water supply. But, if the Vatican could be accused of forgetting the basic tenets of Christ’s teachings, the innately decent local townsfolk do not, and, as the authorities, determined to starve the nuns out, wait at the front of the convent, it is those sympathetic townsfolk who nightly sneak food and supplies in through the back door.

As the increasingly offended Vatican demands to know what is happening, the confused authorities and alarmed local archbishop inform them that the nuns have done something else that has confounded them. They have allowed a man to enter their convent fortress. A Franciscan monk with a dubious reputation by the name of Roman Komaryczko.

Patience exhausted, the Vatican demand troops or riot police be sent in, but a local lawyer, renowned for her expertise in delay tactics, and sympathetic to the plight of the nuns, demands the eviction procedures must observe the law, and, as she wraps Pope Ratzinger’s political rothweilers up in red-tape, the Franciscan monk takes his time to cast his own seductive spell within those convent walls. 

What happened during the eighteen months inside those multitudes of quiet rooms behind those high walls in that convent of The Congregation of Sisters of Bethany? Did Franciscan monk Roman Komaryczko “proclaim himself guru” and become sexually involved with the nuns of Bethany as “a form of therapy to bring them closer to God?” Who was the father of the two month-old-child discovered by those riot police on that fateful October day? What happened to the sixty-five excommunicated and defrocked nuns after they were evicted from the place where they had lived so much of their lives, and what precisely was the fate of their mother superior, Jadwiga Ligocka, after the authorities took her away?

This story really happened, and it didn’t happen centuries ago; it happened in our lifetime, on October 11th 2007
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